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3]OVERVIEW
GRADUATE OUTCOMES EXPLAINED

The Workforce Investment Act provided the impetus for the 
Graduate Outcomes project to develop a system of consumer 
information. This collaborative effort involves the Nebraska De-
partment of Labor, the Coordinating Commission for Postsec-
ondary Education, all six of Nebraska’s community colleges, all 
three state colleges and the University of Nebraska – Kearney. 

WHO USES GRADUATE OUTCOMES INFORMATION? 

Prospective students planning their education need information to 
help select a college and major. Colleges and regulatory commis-
sions need the information to improve educational programs in 
the state. Workforce Investment Boards, economic developers, 
and policy makers need information on labor supply to help 
meet the needs of businesses in Nebraska. 

WHAT DOES THE  

GRADUATE OUTCOMES PROJECT TELL ME? 

Results from the Graduate Outcomes project give a clear  
picture of recent graduates’ work location, earnings, and  
industry employment. 

HERE ARE JUST A FEW EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS THE  

GRADUATE OUTCOMES PROJECT CAN HELP ANSWER: 

•	 In which counties are graduates employed? 

•	 What are the demographic characteristics of graduates? 

•	 What industries employ recent graduates? 

•	 Which fields of study produce graduates  
most likely to be employed in Nebraska? 

•	 Which fields of study produce graduates with the highest 
wages? 

•	 What are some characteristics of the businesses  
employing these recent graduates? 

The Appendix of this publication contains detailed spreadsheets 
for participating institutions that include the percentage of 
graduates working in Nebraska plus earnings by field of study 
and degree. It also includes industry employment by major and 
degree along with earnings information.
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Annualized wage records are found by 
taking the graduate’s first quarter earnings 
multiplied by four. This is the same meth-
odology used to estimate the service area 
earnings, using Quarterly Census of Em-
ployment and Wages data. 

When there are small numbers of students 
in a program/major/industry, a few unusu-
al results can dramatically affect percent-
ages. To protect individual confidentiality, 
programs with fewer than four graduates 
are not published. Non-publishable or 
unavailable data is denoted as “***” or “na” 
throughout the publication. 

Wage matches are postponed to give grad-
uates time to be working in a career field. 
There is also a lag time in obtaining unem-
ployment insurance records. In general, for 
people working January through March, 
employers have approximately April 
through June to report the information. 

The Quarterly Census of Employment and 
Wage information is added July through 
September. Past experience tells us that 
if the queries are run at a later date, more 
employment is reported, allowing for more 
accurate and complete data. 

Not all graduates can be found. If a grad-
uate is not found, it does not necessarily 
mean they are unemployed; it means they 
were not located in the search of Nebraska’s 
Unemployment Insurance database. Individ-
uals who are self-employed, work in indus-
tries not covered by Unemployment Insur-
ance, are enrolled in other postsecondary 
education and are not working, work in 
another state, or work for the federal 
government are unlikely to be found in 
the database. An institution’s proximity to 
bordering states may make some students 
less likely to be employed in Nebraska, 
and therefore, not found in Nebraska’s 
Unemployment Insurance database. 

Earnings may be for full or part-time work. 
Earnings reported in the database include 
wages, salaries, bonuses, commissions and 
other income designated as earnings un-
der Nebraska Unemployment law. Wages 
tend to be higher in some regions than 
others. The wage information listed relates 
to all individuals found working in Nebras-
ka and may be influenced by strong  
regional variation. 

It is not possible to tell if graduates are 
employed in occupations related to their 
education. 

The CIP Code field identifies the six digit  
classification of instructional program 
(CIP) code for each field of study. 

Data pertaining to the University of  
Nebraska-Lincoln and University of  
Nebraska-Omaha was not made available 
to the Nebraska Department of Labor for 
this publication.
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7]DEMOGRAPHICS

University of Nebraska-Kearney Total Female Male

White,  

Non-

Hispanic

total 

Minority

Black,  

Non- 

Hispanic

Alaskan  

Native/ 

American Indian Asian

Native Hawaiian/  

Other Pacific 

Islander

 Latino/

Hispanic

Two or 

More 

Races

Graduates 1167 684 483 1007 59 7 2 9 0 34 7

Graduates Working in Nebraska 720 445 275 658 34 3 1 2 0 25 3

% Working in Nebraska 62% 65% 57% 65% 58% 43% 50% 22% 0 74% 43%

Estimated Avg. Annual Wage $33,561 $32,605 $35,109 $33,834 $29,359 *** *** *** *** $28,371 ***

Estimated Median Annual Wage $32,325 $31,406 $34,388 $32,514 $28,389 *** *** *** *** $27,783 ***

Bachelor's Degree

Graduates 784 417 367 665 38 2 1 4 0 27 4

Graduates Working in Nebraska 491 282 209 445 25 0 1 1 0 21 2

% Working in Nebraska 63% 68% 57% 67% 66% 0 100% 25% 0 78% 50%

Estimated Avg. Annual Wage $27,058 $24,889 $29,984 $27,164 $24,406 *** *** *** *** $24,482 ***

Estimated Median Annual Wage $27,547 $25,975 $30,337 $27,920 $25,220 *** *** *** *** $26,233 ***

Master's Degree

Graduates 366 257 109 327 19 4 1 5 0 6 3

Graduates Working in Nebraska 219 157 62 204 8 3 0 1 0 3 1

% Working in Nebraska 60% 61% 57% 62% 42% 75% 0 20% 0% 50% 33%

Estimated Avg. Annual Wage $46,699 $45,867 $48,808 $46,920 $42,430 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Estimated Median Annual Wage $46,964 $46,361 $48,830 $47,055 $45,020 *** *** *** *** *** ***

Post Master's Certificate

Graduates 17 10 7 15 2 1 0 0 0 1 0

Graduates Working in Nebraska 10 6 4 9 1 0 0 0 0 1 0

% Working in Nebraska 59% 60% 57% 60% 50% 0 0 0 0 100% 0

Estimated Avg. Annual Wage $65,152 $48,228 $90,536 $66,988 *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Estimated Median Annual Wage $52,376 $49,609 $92,184 $53,797 *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY
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Five percent of all UNK graduates were  
minorities. Minorities constituted 5.4% of 
those graduating with a master’s degree or 
higher. More than twice as many females as 
males earned master’s degrees. Male grad-
uates reported higher median wages than 
females at each degree level. Male graduates 
with a post master’s certificate earned the 
highest median annual wages of $92,184. For 
all groups about whom economic data is dis-
closable, minorities earning master’s degrees 
were the group least apt to be found working 
in Nebraska. 

ANALYSIS

DEMOGRAPHIC
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ESTIMATED AVERAGE ANNUAL WAGE BY RACE/ETHNICITY & DEGREE LEVEL

Estimated avg. annual wage data is not available for Black (Non-Hispanic), Alaskan Native/American Indian,  
Asian, Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander UNK graduates or UNK graduates of two or more races.  
For complete breakdown of graph data, see the table on the previous page.

If a color is not displayed on the graph, the 
data was not available for that race/ethnicity 
and degree level.

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY



9]INDUSTRY 
ANALYSIS

The wholesale trade industry had the highest 
estimated annual average earnings at $42,937. 
The  educational services industry employed 
the most UNK graduates at 43.7 % of UNK 
graduates found working in Nebraska. Female 
graduates were more likely than males to 
work in the industries of educational services 
(31.8% of females, 11.9% of males) and health 
care (6.9% of females, 1.6% of males). Male 
graduates were more likely to work in the 
wholesale trade industry (2.2% of males, 0.2% 
of females). The educational services industry 
employed 79.5% of graduates who earned 
more than a bachelor’s degree from UNK and 
were found to be working in Nebraska.

Employing Industry

Graduates  

Working in Nebraska

Estimated Avg.  

Annual Earnings

Accommodation and Food Services 10 $16,565

Administrative and Support and Waste Man-
agement and Remediation Services 12 $25,479

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting 4 $26,787

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 8 $20,877

Construction 15 $31,515

Educational Services 314 $41,076

Finance and Insurance 30 $30,984

Health Care 62 $25,328

Information 13 $28,198

Leisure and Hospitality 20 $17,539

Management of Companies and Enterprises 7 $33,630

Manufacturing 21 $38,180

Other Services, Except Public Administration 7 $20,477

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 33 $34,368

Public Administration 38 $30,680

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 2 ***

Retail Trade 78 $22,511

Social Assistance 21 $24,686

Transportation and Warehousing 5 $36,815

Wholesale Trade 18 $42,937

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY
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ANALYSIS

BUSINESS SECTOR & SIZE
Just over half (50.4%) of recent UNK gradu-
ates were employed in the private sector. A 
similar percentage (43.2%) were employed in 
the local government sector. 37.9% of UNK’s 
graduates majored in education-related fields 
of study. 17.4% graduated with majors in 
business. The major that earned the highest 
average annual wage was educational leader-
ship and administration, general with average 
wages of $55,978. 61.4% of UNK graduates 
worked for large businesses (more than 100 
employees). Large firms also paid the high-
est average annual wage. 47.8% of gradu-
ates working for large firms were found to 
be working in local government. Among all 
large firms, local government paid the highest 
annual average wage of $42,439. This is more 
than $13,000 higher than the private indus-
try average. Local government also paid the 
highest average annual wage among medium 
sized firms (20-99 employees). In this busi-
ness size category, local government firms 
paid an average of $39,162, more than $11,000 
more than private industry.

GRADUATE EMPLOYMENT PERCENTAGE BY BUSINESS SECTOR

BUSINESS SIZE BY EMPLOYEE COUNT

Federal % State % Local % Private % Total

Statewide N/A 0% 234 3% 1382 18% 6142 79% 7758

University of Nebraska-Kearney N/A 0% 46 6% 310 43% 362 50% 718

1 - 19 % 20 - 99 % 100+ % Total

Statewide 1195 15% 1927 25% 4636 60% 7758

University of Nebraska-Kearney 78 11% 199 28% 441 61% 718

BUSINESS SECTOR/SIZE - UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY
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ANALYSIS

AGE

AGE - UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY
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AGE - UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY
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Statewide University of Nebraska-Kearney

Age Graduates % Graduates %

18 - 24 2862 28% 107 9%

25 - 34 3112 45% 829 71%

35 - 44 1203 15% 144 12%

45 - 54 664 8% 55 5%

55+ 336 4% 32 3%
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UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY
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APPENDIX[
EMPLOYING INDUSTRY BY FIELD OF STUDY

PERCENT & ESTIMATED EARNINGS



13]

Employing Industry
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Agricultural 
Business & 
Management, 
General

010101 5 8 $44,010 1 1 1 5

Allied Health 
Diagnostic, 
Intervention, & 
Treatment 
Professions, 
Other

510999 5 6 $33,349 4 1 1

Art/Art Studies, 
General

500701 5 20 $27,967 2 6 2 1 2 2 4 1

Art/Art  
Studies,  
General

500701 7 8 $46,975 1 7

Biology/ 
Biological  
Sciences, 
General

260101 5 6 $22,172 1 2 1 1 1

Biology/ 
Biological  
Sciences, 
General

260101 7 10 $30,994 5 1 1 3

Business Ad-
ministration & 
Management, 
General

520201 5 74 $25,705 2 4 1 1 3 12 7 1 4 4 5 7 21 2

GRADUATES WORKING IN NEBRASKA, 1Q, 2013
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY - EMPLOYING INDUSTRY BY FIELD OF STUDY

Degree Codes: 5 = Bachelor’s Degree, 6 = Post-Bachelor’s Certificate, 7 = Master’s Degree, 8 = Post-Masters Certificate
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Employing Industry
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Business Ad-
ministration & 
Management, 
General

520201 7 14 $43,995 1 2 1 4 2 2 1 1

Business 
Teacher  
Education

131303 5 1 *** 1

Chemistry, 
General

400501 5 2 *** 1 1

Communication 
Sciences & Dis-
orders, General

510201 5 3 *** 1 2

Communication 
Sciences & Dis-
orders, General

510201 7 12 $48,985 7 4 1

Computer & 
Information 
Sciences,  
General

110101 5 6 $46,414 1 1 4

Counselor  
Education/
School 
Counseling & 
Guidance 
Services

131101 7 26 $38,166 1 12 8 4 1

Counselor  
Education/
School 
Counseling & 
Guidance  
Services

131101 8 5 $47,755 5

APPENDIX: UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY - EMPLOYING INDUSTRY BY FIELD OF STUDY

Degree Codes: 5 = Bachelor’s Degree, 6 = Post-Bachelor’s Certificate, 7 = Master’s Degree, 8 = Post-Masters Certificate
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Employing Industry
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Criminal  
Justice/Safety 
Studies

430104 5 22 $27,824 1 2 2 2 1 10 3 1

Curriculum & 
Instruction

130301 7 29 $46,370 29

Drama &  
Dramatics/ 
Theatre Arts, 
General

500501 5 1 *** 1

Economics, 
General

450601 5 1 *** 1

Educational 
Leadership & 
Administration, 
General

130401 7 45 $53,025 1 42 2

Educational 
Leadership & 
Administration, 
General

130401 8 5 $82,548 5

Elementary 
Education & 
Teaching

131202 5 70 $30,660 1 1 60 1 1 1 5

Elementary 
Education & 
Teaching

131202 7 15 $48,336 14 1

English  
Language & 
Literature, 
General

230101 5 13 $29,432 9 1 1 2

English  
Language & 
Literature, 
General

230101 7 5 $30,971 4 1

APPENDIX: UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY - EMPLOYING INDUSTRY BY FIELD OF STUDY

Degree Codes: 5 = Bachelor’s Degree, 6 = Post-Bachelor’s Certificate, 7 = Master’s Degree, 8 = Post-Masters Certificate
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Family &  
Consumer 
Economics & 
Related  
Services, Other

190499 5 22 $21,264 1 1 8 1 2 2 5 2

French  
Language & 
Literature

160901 5 1 *** 1

General  
Studies

240102 5 11 $26,220 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 1

Geography 450701 5 0 ***

History,  
General

540101 5 18 $20,954 1 1 11 1 1 1 2

History,  
General

540101 7 2 *** 2

International 
Relations & 
Affairs

450901 5 0 ***

Journalism, 
Other

090499 5 20 $28,856 1 1 1 7 1 1 4 1 2 1

Mathematics, 
General

270101 5 3 *** 1 1 1

Music, General 500901 5 13 $20,702 6 6 1

Music, General 500901 7 0 ***

Operations 
Management & 
Supervision

520205 5 37 $39,822 1 1 1 10 1 1 1 3 1 5 1 2 1 8

Parks,  
Recreation & 
Leisure 
Studies

310101 5 29 $19,367 1 2 2 3 8 1 1 6 4 1

Degree Codes: 5 = Bachelor’s Degree, 6 = Post-Bachelor’s Certificate, 7 = Master’s Degree, 8 = Post-Masters Certificate

APPENDIX: UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY - EMPLOYING INDUSTRY BY FIELD OF STUDY



17]
Employing Industry

Field of Study CI
P 

Co
de

De
gr

ee
 a

w
a
r
d 

le
v
el

Gr
a
du

a
t
es

 W
or

k
in

g 
in

 N
eb

r
a
sk

a

Es
t
im

a
t
ed

  

A
v
er

a
ge

 A
n
n
ua

l 
Ea

r
n
in

gs

A
cc

om
m
od

a
t
io
n
 &

 F
oo

d 
Se

r
v
ic
es

A
dm

in
is
t
r
a
t
iv

e 
&
 S

up
po

r
t
  

&
 W

a
st

e 
M
a
n
a
ge

m
en

t
  

&
 R

em
ed

ia
t
io
n
 s

er
v
ic
es

A
gr

ic
ul

t
ur

e,
 F

or
es

t
r
y
, 
 

Fi
sh

in
g 

&
 H

un
t
in

g

A
r
t
s,
 E

n
t
er

t
a
in

m
en

t
, 
 

&
 R

ec
r
ea

t
io
n

Co
n
st

r
uc

t
io
n

Ed
uc

a
t
io
n
a
l 

Se
r
v
ic
es

Fi
n
a
n
ce

 &
 I
n
su

r
a
n
ce

He
a
lt

h 
Ca

r
e

In
fo

r
m
a
t
io
n

Le
is
ur

e 
&
 H

os
pi
t
a
li
t
y

M
a
n
a
ge

m
en

t
 o

f 
 

Co
m
pa

n
ie
s 

&
 E

n
t
er

pr
is
es

M
a
n
uf

a
ct

ur
in

g

M
in

in
g

Ot
he

r
 S

er
v
ic
es

, 
 

Ex
ce

pt
 P

ub
li
c 

A
dm

in
is
t
r
a
t
io
n

Pr
of

es
si
on

a
l,
 S

ci
en

t
if
ic
, 
 

&
 T

ec
hn

ic
a
l 

Se
r
v
ic
es

Pu
bl

ic
 A

dm
in

is
t
r
a
t
io
n

R
ea

l 
Es

t
a
t
e 

&
 R

en
t
a
l 

&
 L

ea
si
n
g

R
et

a
il
 T

r
a
de

So
ci
a
l 

A
ss

is
t
a
n
ce

T
r
a
n
sp

or
t
a
t
io
n
 &

 W
a
r
eh

ou
si
n
g

Ut
il
it

ie
s

W
ho

le
sa

le
 T

r
a
de

Philosophy 380101 5 0 ***

Physical  
Education 
Teaching & 
Coaching

131314 5 16 $22,539 1 1 9 1 2 1 1

Physical  
Education 
Teaching & 
Coaching

131314 7 7 $47,299 4 2 1

Physics,  
General

400801 5 1 *** 1

Political  
Science &  
Government, 
General

451001 5 5 $30,765 1 1 1 1 1

Psychology, 
General

420101 5 22 $22,970 1 3 2 3 2 2 2 4 3

Rhetoric & 
Composition

231304 5 9 $23,893 2 1 2 1 1 1 1

Science  
Teacher Educa-
tion/General 
Science  
Teacher  
Education

131316 7 1 *** 1

Social Work 440701 5 23 $22,471 2 1 7 1 3 4 1 4

Sociology 451101 5 2 *** 1 1

Spanish  
Language & 
Literature

160905 5 8 $24,862 1 2 4 1

Degree Codes: 5 = Bachelor’s Degree, 6 = Post-Bachelor’s Certificate, 7 = Master’s Degree, 8 = Post-Masters Certificate

APPENDIX: UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY - EMPLOYING INDUSTRY BY FIELD OF STUDY
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Employing Industry
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Special  
Education & 
Teaching, 
General

131001 5 7 $27,748 6 1

Special  
Education & 
Teaching, 
General

131001 7 20 $47,770 19 1

Sport &  
Fitness 
Administration 
/Management

310504 5 9 $16,150 1 1 1 1 1 1 3

Teacher Educa-
tion & Profes-
sional 
Development, 
Specific  
Subject 
Areas, Other

131399 7 25 $52,964 24 1

APPENDIX: UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY - EMPLOYING INDUSTRY BY FIELD OF STUDY

Degree Codes: 5 = Bachelor’s Degree, 6 = Post-Bachelor’s Certificate, 7 = Master’s Degree, 8 = Post-Masters Certificate



19]GRADUATES WORKING IN NEBRASKA, 1Q, 2013
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY - PERCENT AND ESTIMATED EARNINGS

Field of Study Cip code

Degree 

award level

Total 

Graduates

Graduates  

Working in Nebraska

Percentage  

Working in Nebraska

Estimated Avg  

Annual Earnings

Agricultural Business & Management, General 010101 5 10 8 80.0% $44,010

Allied Health Diagnostic,  
Intervention, & Treatment Professions, Other 510999 5 8 7 87.5% $33,349

Art/Art Studies, General 500701 5 26 20 76.9% $27,967

Art/Art Studies, General 500701 7 16 8 50.0% $46,975

Biology/Biological Sciences, General 260101 5 18 6 33.3% $22,172

Biology/Biological Sciences, General 260101 7 62 10 16.1% $30,994

Business Administration & Management, General 520201 5 114 75 65.8% $25,705

Business Administration & Management, General 520201 7 19 14 73.7% $43,995

Business Teacher Education 131303 5 2 1 50.0% ***

Chemistry, General 400501 5 9 2 22.2% ***

Communication Sciences & Disorders, General 510201 5 11 3 27.3% ***

Communication Sciences & Disorders, General 510201 7 17 12 70.6% $48,985

Computer & Information Sciences, General 110101 5 10 6 60.0% $46,414

Counselor Education/School  
Counseling & Guidance Services 131101 7 34 26 76.5% $38,166

Counselor Education/School  
Counseling & Guidance Services 131101 8 9 5 55.6% $47,755

Criminal Justice/Safety Studies 430104 5 31 22 71.0% $27,824

Curriculum & Instruction 130301 7 42 29 69.0% $46,370

Drama & Dramatics/Theatre Arts, General 500501 5 2 1 50.0% ***

Economics, General 450601 5 7 1 14.3% ***

Educational Leadership & Administration, General 130401 7 53 45 84.9% $53,025

Educational Leadership & Administration, General 130401 8 8 5 62.5% $82,548

Elementary Education & Teaching 131202 5 81 70 86.4% $30,660

Elementary Education & Teaching 131202 7 25 15 60.0% $48,336

English Language & Literature, General 230101 5 17 13 76.5% $29,432

English Language & Literature, General 230101 7 7 5 71.4% $30,971

Family & Consumer 
Economics & Related Services, Other 190499 5 42 22 52.4% $21,264

French Language & Literature 160901 5 1 1 100.0% ***

Degree Codes: 5 = Bachelor’s Degree, 6 = Post-Bachelor’s Certificate, 7 = Master’s Degree, 8 = Post-Masters Certificate
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Field of Study Cip code

Degree 

award level

Total 

Graduates

Graduates  

Working in Nebraska

Percentage  

Working in Nebraska

Estimated Avg  

Annual Earnings

General Studies 240102 5 19 11 57.9% $26,220

Geography 450701 5 2 0 0.0% ***

History, General 540101 5 24 18 75.0% $20,954

History, General 540101 7 13 2 15.4% ***

International Relations & Affairs 450901 5 3 0 0.0% ***

Journalism, Other 090499 5 27 20 74.1% $28,856

Mathematics, General 270101 5 7 3 42.9% ***

Music, General 500901 5 19 13 68.4% $20,702

Music, General 500901 7 1 0 0.0% ***

Operations Management & Supervision 520205 5 84 37 44.0% $39,822

Parks, Recreation & Leisure Studies 310101 5 54 29 53.7% $19,367

Philosophy 380101 5 1 0 0.0% ***

Physical Education Teaching & Coaching 131314 5 21 16 76.2% $22,539

Physical Education Teaching & Coaching 131314 7 10 7 70.0% $47,299

Physics, General 400801 5 3 1 33.3% ***

Political Science & Government, General 451001 5 9 5 55.6% $30,765

Psychology, General 420101 5 38 22 57.9% $22,970

Rhetoric & Composition 231304 5 16 9 56.3% $23,893

Science Teacher Education/ 
General Science Teacher Education 131316 7 2 1 50.0% ***

Social Work 440701 5 27 23 85.2% $22,471

Sociology 451101 5 3 2 66.7% ***

Spanish Language & Literature 160905 5 12 8 66.7% $24,862

Special Education & Teaching, General 131001 5 7 7 100.0% $27,748

Special Education & Teaching, General 131001 7 25 20 80.0% $47,770

Sport & Fitness Administration/Management 310504 5 19 9 47.4% $16,150

Teacher Education & Professional 
Development, Specific Subject Areas, Other 131399 7 40 25 62.5% $52,964

APPENDIX: UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-KEARNEY - PERCENT & ESTIMATED EARNINGS

Degree Codes: 5 = Bachelor’s Degree, 6 = Post-Bachelor’s Certificate, 7 = Master’s Degree, 8 = Post-Masters Certificate
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