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Graduate Outcomes Explained

Th e Workforce Investment Act provided the impetus for the Graduate Outcomes project to develop a system of
consumer information. It is a collaborative eff ort among the Nebraska Department of Labor, the Coordinating Commission
for Postsecondary Education, all six of Nebraska’s Community Colleges, all three State Colleges and the University of
Nebraska – Kearney.

Who uses Graduate Outcomes information?

Prospective students planning their education need information to help select a college and major. Colleges and regulatory
commissions need the information to improve educational programs in the state. Workforce Investment Boards, economic
developers, and policy makers need information on labor supply to help meet the needs of businesses in Nebraska.

What does the Graduate Outcomes project tell me?

Results from the Graduate Outcomes project give a clearer picture of recent graduates’ work location, earnings, and
industry employment. Here are just a few examples of questions the Graduate Outcomes project can help answer:
• In which counties are graduates employed?
• What are the demographic characteristics of graduates?
• What industries employ recent graduates?
• Which fi elds of study produce graduates most likely to be employed in Nebraska?
• Which fi elds of study produce graduates with the highest wages?
• What are some characteristics of the businesses employing these recent graduates?

Th e Appendix of this publication contains detailed spreadsheets for participating institutions that include the percentage of
graduates working in Nebraska plus earnings by fi eld of study and degree. It also includes industry employment by major
and degree along with earnings information. 
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University of Nebraska-Kearney  • County Map
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University of Nebraska-Kearney  • Demographic Analysis

elaMelameFlatoTyenraeK - aksarbeN fo ytisrevinU

White, 
Non-
Hispanic Minority

Black, 
Non-
Hispanic

American 
Indian
 or 
Alaskan 

e Asian

Hawaiian 
or Other  

Islander
Hispanic 

Two or 
More 
Races

09209411353990949869711setaudarG fo rebmuN
Number of Graduates Working in Nebraska 739 453 286 674 28 4 0 3 0 21 0
Percent of Graduates Working in Nebraska 63% 66% 58% 68% 53% 36% 0 33% 0 72% 0

s $30,526 $30,339 $30,822 $31,117 $21,464 $17,551 *** *** *** $23,801 ***
s $29,282 $29,792 $28,502 $29,835 $22,228 $12,831 *** *** *** $25,006 ***

062063614196093064058setaudarG fo rebmuN
Number of Graduates Working in Nebraska 537 304 233 479 24 2 0 3 0 19 0
Percent of Graduates Working in Nebraska 63% 66% 60% 69% 59% 33% 0 50% 0 73% 0

s $24,441 $23,436 $25,752 $24,516 $20,204 *** *** *** *** $23,009 ***
s $24,454 $24,084 $25,109 $24,454 $19,402 *** *** *** *** $24,923 ***

0303141118278912603setaudarG fo rebmuN
Number of Graduates Working in Nebraska 187 144 43 180 4 2 0 0 0 2 0
Percent of Graduates Working in Nebraska 61% 66% 49% 64% 36% 50% 0 0 0% 67% 0

s $44,244 $44,238 $44,264 $44,829 $29,024 *** *** *** *** *** ***
s $45,614 $45,003 $47,754 $46,368 $31,325 *** *** *** *** *** ***

000001112310132setaudarG fo rebmuN
Number of Graduates Working in Nebraska 15 5 10 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of Graduates Working in Nebraska 65% 50% 77% 71% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

s $77,377 $49,799 $91,167 $77,377 *** *** *** *** *** *** ***
s $79,962 $51,197 $91,640 $79,962 *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Bachelor's Degree

Master's Degree

• 4.5% of all UNK graduates were minorities. Minorities constituted 3.6 % of those graduating with a master’s degree or   
 higher.
• Females reported higher median wages than males. More than 2.5 times as many females as males earned master’s degrees.
• Despite representing a smaller portion of the graduating class, male graduates reported higher wages than females at each  
 degree level.
• Male graduates earning post-master’s certifi cates were more likely than any other group to be found working in Nebraska.   
 Th ey also reported the highest wages.
• For all groups about whom economic data is discloseable, Minorities earning Master’s degrees were the group lest apt to be  
 found working in Nebraska. Th ey also reported signifi cantly lower wages than their white counterparts. 6



University of Nebraska-Kearney  • Industry Analysis

Employing Industry
Number of Graduates 
Working in Nebraska

958,61$7secireS dooF dna noitadommocc
911,72$51secireS noitaidemeR dna tnemeganaM etsaW dna troppuS dna eitartsinimd
184,71$4gnitnuH & gnihsiF ,yrtseroF ,erutlucirg

***3noitaerceR dna ,tnemniatretnE ,str
17 $24,562

297 $40,177
Finance and Insurance 36 $22,931
Health Care 67 $24,777

13 $29,504
Leisure and Hospitality 22 $12,625

***2sesirpretnE dna seinapmoC fo tnemeganaM
Manufacturing 22 $38,855

108,61$41noitartsinimd cilbuP tpecxE ,secireS rehtO
425,13$64secireS lacinhceT dna ,cifitneicS ,lanoisseforP

29 $24,612
583,32$5gnisaeL dna latneR dna etatsE laeR

Retail Trade 93 $19,644
16 $18,148

***3gnisuoheraW dna noitatropsnarT
0 ***

Wholesale Trade 28 $27,693

• While the Educational Services Industry had the highest estimated annual average earnings overall, the estimated average  
 annual earnings for graduates of UNK with only a bachelor’s degree in this industry were $27,208.
• Female Graduates were more likely than males to work in the industries of Educational Services (48.1% of Females, 27.6% of  
 Males) and Health Care (11.9% of Females, 4.5% of Males).
• Male Graduates were more likely to work in the Professional, Scientifi c and Technical Services industry (10.1% of Males,  
 3.1% of females).
• 82.7% of graduates who earned more than a Bachelor’s Degree from UNK and reported earnings in the fi rst quarter of   
 2011 were employed in the Educational Services Industry.
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University of Nebraska-Kearney  • Sector/Business Size Analysis
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• While recent UNK graduates were like recent graduates of other State Colleges in that they showed a high concentration of  
 employment in the local government sector, they were the groups of recent State College graduates that had the most   
 moderate manifestation of this trend.
• UNK, like other State Colleges, produced many graduates in Education-related fi elds of study, but the size of UNK allowed  
 for some more variety in fi eld of study than is seen or even off ered at other state schools. Th is variety in fi eld of study is   
 realized in a relatively high percentage of UNK’s recent graduates being employed in the private sector.
• Recent UNK graduates were slightly more apt to work for the largest category of employers and slightly less apt to work for  
 employers in the smallest category than was the average employed Nebraskan.
• Th is slightly higher than average concentration of employment in large fi rms refl ected the high percentage of UNK   
 graduates working in the Education and Healthcare fi elds, which include many large employers. 
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Th ings To Know

Annualized wage records are found by taking the graduate’s fi rst quarter earnings multiplied by four. Th is is the same methodology
used to estimate the service area earnings, using Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages data.       
 
When there are small numbers of students in a program/major/industry, a few unusual results can dramatically aff ect percentages.
To protect individual confi dentiality, programs with fewer than four graduates will not be published. Non-publishable or unavailable
data is denoted as “****” or “na” throughout the publication.
                    
Wage matches are postponed to give graduates time to be working in a career fi eld. Th ere is also a lag time in obtaining
unemployment insurance records. In general, for people working January through March, employers have approximately April
through June to report the information. Th e Quarterly Census of Employment and Wage information is added July through
September. Past experience tells us that if the queries are run at a later date, more employment is reported, allowing for more
accurate and complete data.
                    
Not all graduates can be found. If a graduate is not found it does not necessarily mean they are unemployed; it means they were
not located in the search of Nebraska’s Unemployment Insurance database. Individuals who are self-employed, work in occupations
not covered by Unemployment Insurance, are enrolled in other postsecondary education and are not working, or work in another
state are unlikely to be found in the database. An institution’s proximity to bordering states may make some students less likely to
be employed in Nebraska, and therefore, not found in Nebraska’s Unemployment Insurance database.
                    
Earnings may be for full- or part-time work. Earnings reported in the database include wages, salaries, bonuses, commissions and
other income designated as earnings under Nebraska Unemployment law. Wages tend to be higher in some regions than others.
Th e wage information listed relates to all individuals found working in Nebraska and may be infl uenced by strong regional variation.
                    
It is not possible to tell if graduates are employed in occupations related to their education.
                    
Th e CIP Code fi eld identifi es the six digit classifi cation of instructional program (CIP) code for each fi eld of study.
                    
Data pertaining to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and University of Nebraska-Omaha was not made available to the
Department of Labor for this publication.
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 2009-2010 University of Nebraska - Kearney Graduates Working in Nebraska in the First Quarter of 2011
Number, Percent, and Estimated Earnings of Graduates Working in Nebraska by Field of Study

Field of Study Cip Degree
Total 

Graduates

Graduates 
Working in 
Nebraska

Percentage of 
Graduates 
Working in 
Nebraska

Estimated 
Average 
Annual 

Earnings
Agricultural Business and Management, General. 010101 05 9 6 66.7% $33,797
Allied Health Diagnostic, Intervention, and Treatment Professions, Other. 510999 05 15 13 86.7% $31,256
Art/Art Studies, General. 500701 05 20 11 55.0% $21,594
Art/Art Studies, General. 500701 07 4 2 50.0% ****
Aviation/Airway Management and Operations. 490104 05 2 2 100.0% ****
Biology/Biological Sciences, General. 260101 05 31 17 54.8% $20,880
Biology/Biological Sciences, General. 260101 07 53 5 9.4% $29,793
Business Administration and Management, General. 520201 05 149 105 70.5% $25,078
Business Administration and Management, General. 520201 07 22 14 63.6% $35,889
Business Teacher Education. 131303 05 2 2 100.0% ****
Chemistry, General. 400501 05 12 5 41.7% $18,655
Communication Sciences and Disorders, General. 510201 05 14 5 35.7% $8,287
Communication Sciences and Disorders, General. 510201 07 12 11 91.7% $41,848
Computer and Information Sciences, General. 110101 05 7 4 57.1% $39,525
Counselor Education/School Counseling and Guidance Services. 131101 07 28 22 78.6% $33,766
Counselor Education/School Counseling and Guidance Services. 131101 08 7 5 71.4% $49,799
Criminal Justice/Safety Studies. 430104 05 40 29 72.5% $25,535
Curriculum and Instruction. 130301 07 54 42 77.8% $45,743
Drama and Dramatics/Theatre Arts, General. 500501 05 3 2 66.7% ****
Economics, General. 450601 05 6 1 16.7% ****
Educational Leadership and Administration, General. 130401 07 36 29 80.6% $55,472
Educational Leadership and Administration, General. 130401 08 16 10 62.5% $91,167
Elementary Education and Teaching. 131202 05 99 79 79.8% $28,362
Elementary Education and Teaching. 131202 07 22 15 68.2% $49,969
Family and Consumer Economics and Related Services, Other. 190499 05 33 23 69.7% $16,362
General Studies. 240102 05 9 6 66.7% $19,461
Geography. 450701 05 6 5 83.3% $11,970
History, General. 540101 05 22 11 50.0% $21,122
History, General. 540101 07 5 2 40.0% ****
International Relations and Affairs. 450901 05 6 0 0.0% ****

Degree Codes: 05 - Bachelor’s Degree, 06 - Post-Bachelors Certificates, 07 - Masters Degree, 08 - Post-Masters Certificates



 2009-2010 University of Nebraska - Kearney Graduates Working in Nebraska in the First Quarter of 2011
Number, Percent, and Estimated Earnings of Graduates Working in Nebraska by Field of Study

Field of Study Cip Degree
Total 

Graduates

Graduates 
Working in 
Nebraska

Percentage of 
Graduates 
Working in 
Nebraska

Estimated 
Average 
Annual 

Earnings
Journalism, Other. 090499 05 33 22 66.7% $22,774
Mathematics, General. 270101 05 5 3 60.0% ****
Music, General. 500901 05 12 6 50.0% $22,349
Operations Management and Supervision. 520205 05 82 49 59.8% $29,868
Parks, Recreation and Leisure Studies. 310101 05 54 21 38.9% $21,047
Philosophy. 380101 05 6 3 50.0% ****
Physical Education Teaching and Coaching. 131314 05 14 10 71.4% $31,815
Physical Education Teaching and Coaching. 131314 07 12 6 50.0% $30,732
Physics, General. 400801 05 4 1 25.0% ****
Political Science and Government, General. 451001 05 7 5 71.4% $12,157
Psychology, General. 420101 05 36 19 52.8% $19,338
Rhetoric and Composition. 231304 05 42 28 66.7% $24,994
Rhetoric and Composition. 231304 07 3 1 33.3% ****
Science Teacher Education/General Science Teacher Education. 131316 07 1 0 0.0% ****
Social Work. 440701 05 20 15 75.0% $23,605
Sociology. 451101 05 3 2 66.7% ****
Spanish Language and Literature. 160905 05 14 10 71.4% $19,640
Spanish Language and Literature. 160905 07 1 0 0.0% ****
Special Education and Teaching, General. 131001 05 6 4 66.7% $28,472
Special Education and Teaching, General. 131001 07 20 15 75.0% $48,742
Sport and Fitness Administration/Management. 310504 05 27 13 48.1% $17,531
Teacher Education and Professional Development, Specific Subject Areas, 
Other. 131399 07 33 23 69.7% $46,458

Degree Codes: 05 - Bachelor’s Degree, 06 - Post-Bachelors Certificates, 07 - Masters Degree, 08 - Post-Masters Certificates



 2009-2010 University of Nebraska - Kearney Graduates Working in Nebraska in the First Quarter of 2011
Employing Industry of Graduates Working in Nebraska by Field of Study

Field of Study CIP Code Degree

Graduates 
Working in 
Nebraska

Estimated 
Average 
Annual 

Earnings Ac
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Agricultural Business and 
Management, General. 010101 05 6 $33,797 1 1 1 1 2
Allied Health Diagnostic, 
Intervention, and Treatment 
Professions, Other. 510999 05 13 $31,256 10 1 1 1
Art/Art Studies, General. 500701 05 11 $21,594 3 1 1 2 4
Art/Art Studies, General. 500701 07 2 *** 2
Aviation/Airway Management and 
Operations. 490104 05 2 *** 2
Biology/Biological Sciences, 
General. 260101 05 17 $20,880 2 3 4 3 3 2
Biology/Biological Sciences, 
General. 260101 07 5 $29,793 1 1 2 1
Business Administration and 
Management, General. 520201 05 105 $25,078 1 3 1 2 4 21 6 4 1 1 7 2 13 1 2 29 7
Business Administration and 
Management, General. 520201 07 14 $35,889 1 3 2 7 1
Business Teacher Education. 131303 05 2 *** 1 1
Chemistry, General. 400501 05 5 $18,655 2 2 1
Communication Sciences and 
Disorders, General. 510201 05 5 $8,287 1 2 1 1
Communication Sciences and 
Disorders, General. 510201 07 11 $41,848 1 7 3
Computer and Information 
Sciences, General. 110101 05 4 $39,525 1 2 1

Counselor Education/School 
Counseling and Guidance Services. 131101 07 22 $33,766 10 7 1 1 3

Counselor Education/School 
Counseling and Guidance Services. 131101 08 5 $49,799 5
Criminal Justice/Safety Studies. 430104 05 29 $25,535 2 1 5 1 3 1 2 2 9 1 1 1
Curriculum and Instruction. 130301 07 42 $45,743 1 40 1
Drama and Dramatics/Theatre Arts, 
General. 500501 05 2 *** 2
Economics, General. 450601 05 1 *** 1
Educational Leadership and 
Administration, General. 130401 07 29 $55,472 29

Employing Industry

Degree Codes: 05 - Bachelor’s Degree, 06 - Post-Bachelors Certificates, 07 - Masters Degree, 08 - Post-Masters Certificates
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 2009-2010 University of Nebraska - Kearney Graduates Working in Nebraska in the First Quarter of 2011
Employing Industry of Graduates Working in Nebraska by Field of Study

Field of Study CIP Code Degree

Graduates 
Working in 
Nebraska

Estimated 
Average 
Annual 

Earnings Ac
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Employing Industry

Educational Leadership and 
Administration, General. 130401 08 10 $91,167 10
Elementary Education and 
Teaching. 131202 05 79 $28,362 1 69 1 2 3 3
Elementary Education and 
Teaching. 131202 07 15 $49,969 15

Family and Consumer Economics 
and Related Services, Other. 190499 05 23 $16,362 1 3 3 1 1 3 2 1 4 2 2
General Studies. 240102 05 6 $19,461 1 1 1 1 1 1
Geography. 450701 05 5 $11,970 1 2 1 1
History, General. 540101 05 11 $21,122 8 1 1 1
History, General. 540101 07 2 *** 2

International Relations and Affairs. 450901 05 0 ***
Journalism, Other. 090499 05 22 $22,774 2 3 5 1 1 2 1 7
Mathematics, General. 270101 05 3 *** 1 1 1
Music, General. 500901 05 6 $22,349 1 1 1 1 2
Operations Management and 
Supervision. 520205 05 49 $29,868 1 1 8 2 3 6 2 1 15 10
Parks, Recreation and Leisure 
Studies. 310101 05 21 $21,047 3 2 1 2 4 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1
Philosophy. 380101 05 3 *** 1 1 1
Physical Education Teaching and 
Coaching. 131314 05 10 $31,815 9 1
Physical Education Teaching and 
Coaching. 131314 07 6 $30,732 1 5
Physics, General. 400801 05 1 *** 1
Political Science and Government, 
General. 451001 05 5 $12,157 1 1 1 1 1
Psychology, General. 420101 05 19 $19,338 1 13 1 1 1 2
Rhetoric and Composition. 231304 05 28 $24,994 1 1 1 10 3 1 1 3 1 2 4
Rhetoric and Composition. 231304 07 1 *** 1

Science Teacher Education/General 
Science Teacher Education. 131316 07 0 ***
Social Work. 440701 05 15 $23,605 1 6 1 4 2 1
Sociology. 451101 05 2 *** 1 1

Degree Codes: 05 - Bachelor’s Degree, 06 - Post-Bachelors Certificates, 07 - Masters Degree, 08 - Post-Masters Certificates
13



 2009-2010 University of Nebraska - Kearney Graduates Working in Nebraska in the First Quarter of 2011
Employing Industry of Graduates Working in Nebraska by Field of Study

Field of Study CIP Code Degree

Graduates 
Working in 
Nebraska

Estimated 
Average 
Annual 

Earnings Ac
co

m
m

od
at

io
n 

an
d 

Fo
od

 S
er

vi
ce

s

Ad
m

in
ist

ra
tiv

e 
an

d 
Su

pp
or

t a
nd

 
W

as
te

 M
an

ag
em

en
t a

nd
 

Re
m

ed
ia

tio
n

Ag
ric

ul
tu

re
, F

or
es

tr
y,

 F
ish

in
g 

&
 

Hu
nt

in
g

Ar
ts

, E
nt

er
ta

in
m

en
t, 

an
d 

Re
cr

ea
tio

n

Co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n

Ed
uc

at
io

na
l S

er
vi

ce
s

Fi
na

nc
e 

an
d 

In
su

ra
nc

e

He
al

th
 C

ar
e

In
fo

rm
at

io
n

Le
isu

re
 a

nd
 H

os
pi

ta
lit

y

M
an

ag
em

en
t o

f C
om

pa
ni

es
 a

nd
 

En
te

rp
ris

es

M
an

uf
ac

tu
rin

g

O
th

er
 S

er
vi

ce
s,

 E
xc

ep
t P

ub
lic

 
Ad

m
in

ist
ra

tio
n

Pr
of

es
sio

na
l, 

Sc
ie

nt
ifi

c,
 a

nd
 T

ec
hn

ic
al

 
Se

rv
ic

es

Pu
bl

ic
 A

dm
in

ist
ra

tio
n

Re
al

 E
st

at
e 

an
d 

Re
nt

al
 a

nd
 L

ea
sin

g

Re
ta

il 
Tr

ad
e

So
ci

al
 A

ss
ist

an
ce

Tr
an

sp
or

ta
tio

n 
an

d 
W

ar
eh

ou
sin

g

W
ho

le
sa

le
 T

ra
de

Employing Industry

Spanish Language and Literature. 160905 05 10 $19,640 1 1 5 1 1 1

Spanish Language and Literature. 160905 07 0 ***
Special Education and Teaching, 
General. 131001 05 4 $28,472 4
Special Education and Teaching, 
General. 131001 07 15 $48,742 15
Sport and Fitness 
Administration/Management. 310504 05 13 $17,531 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 3 1 1
Teacher Education and Professional 
Development, Specific Subject 
Areas, Other. 131399 07 23 $46,458 22 1

Degree Codes: 05 - Bachelor’s Degree, 06 - Post-Bachelors Certificates, 07 - Masters Degree, 08 - Post-Masters Certificates
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